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behalf of the people, thanks for stepping for-
ward; thanks for shouldering this awesome 
responsibility. You’re working with vital part-
ners in State and local and tribal govern-
ments, in the private and nonprofit sectors, 
and the international community to meet the 
threats of our time. Many of you serve in 
dangerous circumstances, and on this anni-
versary, we remember all those who have 
given their lives to keep our people safe. 

I appreciate every member of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for your dedica-
tion and your courage and your resolve. 
You’re helping to ensure that as we wage the 
war on terror across the world, we never for-
get where it began: in our homeland. 

May God bless you and your families, and 
may God continue to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at DAR 
Constitution Hall. In his remarks, he referred to 
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist 
organization. 

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in 
Jerusalem 
March 6, 2008 

I condemn in the strongest possible terms 
the terrorist attack in Jerusalem that targeted 
innocent students at the Mercaz Harav Ye-
shiva. This barbaric and vicious attack on in-
nocent civilians deserves the condemnation 
of every nation. 

I have just spoken with Prime Minister 
Olmert to extend my deepest condolences to 
the victims, their families, and to the people 
of Israel. I told him the United States stands 
firmly with Israel in the face of this terrible 
attack. 

Remarks on the Situation in Cuba 
March 7, 2008 

Sientese. Gracias. Bienvenidos a la Casa 
Blanca. Mr. Secretary, thank you for being 
here; Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart, 
members of the diplomatic corps, distin-
guished officials, honored guests. 

We gather today to remember a tragic mo-
ment in the history of Cuba. Five years ago 
this month, Cuban authorities rounded up 

scores of citizens and charged them with of-
fenses against the regime. Those arrested in-
cluded teachers and librarians and journal-
ists. They committed no crimes. They simply 
held views their Government did not like, 
and they refused to be silent. In all, 75 people 
were given long prison terms. In the world 
of Cuban dissidents, that crackdown 5 years 
ago is remembered as the Black Spring. 

A few moments ago, I met with one of 
the men arrested in that crackdown, Miguel 
Sigler Amaya, y su esposa, Josefa. Miguel was 
arrested in this crackdown because he and 
his brothers had long opposed the Castro re-
gime. Over many years, they had been har-
assed and they had been beaten by Cuban 
authorities. Miguel once had his ribs cracked 
by one of the regime’s mobs. One of the 
brothers survived an assassination attempt, 
and the entire family had received death 
threats. Now during the Black Spring, 
Miguel was charged with disobedience. He 
was sentenced to 26 months in prison. His 
brothers, Ariel y Guido, each received sen-
tences of 20 years. 

When Miguel went to prison, his wife, 
Josefa, found common cause with the wives 
of other political prisoners. They formed a 
group and chose as their symbol the color 
white, the color of peace. Every Sunday, 
these Ladies in White—las Damas de Blan-
co—attend Catholic mass, and then together 
they walk in silence through the streets. In 
Cuba, even that simple act is considered dan-
gerous defiance. The women have been sub-
jected to harassment and beatings. Josefa 
herself was stopped by an assailant who told 
her that he was sending her a message, and 
then he clubbed her with a blunt object on 
the back of her head. 

Josefa was ordered to leave Cuba with 
Miguel once he was released from prison in 
2006. In Cuba, they are considered outlaws. 
In America, they are heralds of freedom, and 
I’m proud to stand with them in the White 
House. 

Miguel and Josefa tell a compelling story 
about brutal repression right off the shores 
of the United States. And I want to thank 
you for letting us share your stories, and I 
thank you for your courage. 

I’ve asked Josefa to please tell the Ladies 
in White—las Damas de Blanco—that as 
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